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CHARACTERS

JIM Male, Thirties. Asian. He is grungy 
looking. Perhaps wearing cheap jeans and 
a t-shirt.

MADISON Male, middle-aged. James Madison, the 
Founding Father. A bit short and small in 
stature. He is not to be in a colonial 
costume. Rather, he is dressed in what 
James Madison would be dressed in if he 
were alive today.

HENRY Male, Thirties. Caucasian. His shirt 
probably cost over a hundred dollars.

IDA Female, Thirties. Asian. Jim's sister.  
Geek chic.
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SETTING

Most of the play takes place in Jim's small studio 
apartment in Queens, but the play really takes place in 
Jim's psyche.  Can be performed on a bare stage. A few 
chairs or milk-crates; folding chairs or something 
inexpensive. 

Somewhere in the back, visible to the audience, is a space 
for projecting status updates from Henry and others.  These 
"tweets" from Henry should look like something from Twitter 
or Facebook, complete with picture and perhaps a sound 
effect.

TIME

Fall 2011.  
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ACT I

(In the dark, a tweet from Henry 
appears:)

HENRY (Tweet)
HenryPG: Happy Labor Day! May your grills be flaming 
and your fireworks loud! What a time to be an 
American!

(The lights come up on JIM who 
addresses the audience. MADISON is 
seated elsewhere on stage.)

JIM
James Madison. Fourth President of the United States, 
but better known as the Father of the Constitution and 
the author of the Bill of Rights.  Who would have 
thought that this studious, sickly, one hundred pound, 
five foot four, thin voiced man could have such a 
profound impact on the history of mankind. As chief 
architect of the most important social experiment in 
human history, one cannot imagine what the world would 
be like were it not for the contributions of this man.

(Pause)
Too much?

MADISON
Yes.

JIM
Ok. Um. 

(Pause)
September 17th, 1787.  Constitution Day.  The 
delegates of the Philadelphia Convention signed the 
Constitution of the United States of America.  Two 
hundred years later, I was in the seventh grade and my 
civics teacher made sure to mark this occasion with an 
extended discussion of the significance of this 
important document. We learned about democracy, 
separation of powers, checks and balances and the 
three branches of government. It was the very first 
government of its kind, the foundation of our country 
for two hundred years. I remember thinking that this 
was the work of genius. I remember thinking how 
revolutionary this government was.  I remember, for 
the first time, feeling intense pride in being an 
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American. For the first time, patriotism wasn't just a 
word I heard adults use.  I felt it.

The central figure behind the creation of this 
document was a socially awkward, physically weak, 
small voiced man who spent his time buried in books. A 
nerd. That someone like this could make such a 
profound impact on the world was a big deal for a 
socially awkward, physically weak, unpopular and 
studious kid like me. From the first time I read about 
him, James Madison was someone I've always felt a 
connection to. He may not have been as cool as George 
Washington or Thomas Jefferson, but he was just as, if 
not more important. He was my favorite founding 
father.

(Pause)
Too personal. Fuck.

MADISON
I think it's sweet.

JIM
When the United States won a bloody war for 
independence from England, we suddenly found ourselves 
in uncharted territory.  A sizable country was now 
without a king.  It was like a child newly independent 
of her parents.  How would it cope? For a while, we 
enjoyed our new freedom, but like that young adult 
facing the world, reality sets in.  She would have to 
make a living.  She would have to pay her bills.  She 
would have to be responsible.  

MADISON
Ten years after the war this new country made of 
thirteen colonies was not doing well. It was on the 
brink of collapse. The Articles of Confederation did 
not have enough power to keep the union together. That 
document declared the State government sovereign.  The 
federal, or should I say, confederate government could 
not even compel the states to pay their debts from the 
war. 

JIM
Still, the country was enjoying its freedom, so 
proposing a new government with strong powers could 
have been seen as treasonous.  It was with some 
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courage that James Madison led the call for a 
constitutional convention for the purpose of revising 
the current government.  

MADISON
It was a delicate process, so of course I had to tread 
carefully.  But I knew that if we could persuade 
George Washington to preside over the convention, the 
public would warm up to it. Thankfully, he agreed.

JIM
With the convention date set, Madison realized that 
this was an unprecedented opportunity to attempt a 
radically different kind of government.  A kind of 
government that to that point existed only in the 
dreams of philosophers and thinkers. In a world where 
the only type of government people knew was the 
monarchy, this must have been like... pulling down the 
pillars of society, like reconfiguring the earth, 
like... Redefining marriage.

MADISON
Nice.

JIM
Cheap shot?

MADISON
Nah.

JIM
So he buried himself in the works of the most 
important philosophers of the time including 
Montesquieu, John Locke, and Alexis de Tocqueville. 
And combined with his experience in the Virginia 
legislature, he came to the convention with The 
Virginia Plan.  This plan became the first draft of 
what eventually became the Constitution. And although 
there were some big changes, the fundamental ideas of 
separation of powers, checks and balances, and 
republican government survived and created a 
government unlike any other in man's history. This new 
government, the first democracy, was the blueprint for 
the kind of government that would eventually become 
the world's dominant form of government today.

(Pause)
Better?
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MADISON
Well, I wouldn't call the Constitution a democracy.  

JIM
Why not?

MADISON
Well, for one thing, it's hardly the first, democracy 
was attempted by the Greeks. Second, a democracy can 
be as tyrannical as a monarchy. The rights of the few 
get trampled on by the majority. We associated 
democracy with anarchy and mob rule. We absolutely 
didn't want a democracy.  The Constitution is a mixed 
government, with elements of different forms of 
government. We have the President which is like a 
monarchy, the Senate and the Supreme Court which is 
like an aristocracy, and the House of Representatives 
which represents the people. Each of these branches 
have separate powers and are able to balance each 
other out.

HENRY (Tweet)
HenryPG: At Helen's fam barbecue. Too. Much. Food. I 
guess I'm not counting points today.

JIM
Yes, I get that, but the word democracy has a very 
different meaning these days.  And anyway, the 
political science definition of democracy is out of 
the scope of this article.

MADISON
But technically it's incorrect. It drives me crazy, 
and you should know better, you went to school for...

JIM
Ok! Fine! I'll take it out...

(JIM'S phone rings. He sees who it is.)
Christ.

(Answers it.)
Hi sis.

IDA
So did you watch?

JIM
What?
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IDA
The keynote.

JIM
What keynote?

IDA
The Apple keynote.  That was today.

JIM
Really.

IDA
You seriously had no idea?

JIM
I forgot.

IDA
Who are you?

JIM
So did they...

IDA
Yes!

JIM
Announce...

IDA
Amazing!

JIM
... the newest...

IDA
iPhone! Yes! It's amazing!

JIM
Yay.

IDA
You have to see this thing, it's gorgeous.

JIM
I'm sure.
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IDA
Hits the stores in two weeks.

JIM
Really.

IDA
So excited!

JIM
You're writing about it?

IDA
Of course! But, you know, they assigned the actual 
review to the other guy because... Seniority... but I 
do get to write about my experiences waiting in line.

JIM
Seriously?  You're waiting in line?

IDA
Of course! People are actually starting to line up 
now.

JIM
But I thought it was in two...

IDA
I know! Insane!

JIM
So you're going to be in line for two weeks?

IDA
No, of course not.  Just maybe twenty four hours 
before.

JIM
Twenty four hours!?

IDA
Well you have to, if you want one. We're playing it by 
ear to see how the line is.  So we might have to jump 
in earlier if it starts getting too long.

JIM
You're right. Insane.
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IDA
You wanna come?

JIM
Seriously?

IDA
It'll be fun. 

JIM
No.

IDA
I can't go by myself.  I need someone to hold my place 
for bathroom breaks and food runs. Come on.

JIM
Really. No.

IDA
You can bring your laptop and get some writing done.

JIM
My battery won't last twenty four hours.

IDA
You can get one too!  Listen, I'll buy your iPhone if 
you stay on line with me.

JIM
No.

IDA
You know I won't leave you alone till you do.

JIM
Why don't you get one of your other bloggers to do it.

IDA
No way. They hate Apple. Android freaks. 

JIM
Ida. No.

IDA
I'll even introduce you to my friend Lisa.
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JIM
Excuse me?

IDA
Lisa, I met her at yoga... You'll...

JIM
This is supposed to be an incentive?

IDA
She's really, um, interesting. You'll like her.

JIM
You know I hate you trying to fix me up.

IDA
Just try it.

JIM
No! Did Mom put you up to this?

IDA
Maybe.

JIM
And you said yes? You know I hate...

IDA
She wasn't letting up.  "Your brother is over thirty 
and still hasn't found anyone. I'm really worried for 
him.  I want him to be happy."

JIM
Christ.

IDA
So there, I told her I'd mention it and I have. 

JIM
Why doesn't she try to fix you up? You're older and...

IDA
Hey now. No need to get nasty.

JIM
I need to go, I'm...
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IDA
(Mocking)

Why, you have a deadline?

JIM
(Mocking back)

Yes. I put up a new article every Sunday night.

IDA
It's not like you get paid or anything.

JIM
Really Ida?  Because you get paid and I don't your 
work is so much more important than mine?

IDA
Ok, fine. Sorry I said it.

JIM
A lot of people read my articles. I get over a hundred 
comments every time I post an article.

IDA
Ok! I said I was sorry!

JIM
Sure you are.

IDA
I just wish you did get paid.  You're really good at 
it.

JIM
Good night Ida.

IDA
And you do need the job.

JIM
GOOD NIGHT IDA!

IDA
I really liked last week's article.

JIM
Talk to you later, Ida!
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IDA
Lunch tomorrow? Wait... Not tomorrow... Wednesday?  
I'm buying.

JIM
Sure. Maybe.

IDA
You're waiting on line with me for that iPhone.

JIM
No I'm not.  Good night.

IDA
Good...

(JIM hangs up.)

JIM
Shit.

MADISON
She's very persistent.

JIM
Shut up.

HENRY (Tweet)
HenryPG: Shudna *burp* had that ...laast beer. *blch*

MADISON
So where were we?

(No response)
Jim?

JIM
What.

MADISON
Are you alright?

JIM
Yeah. Fine. Where were we?

MADISON
The Constitution is not a democracy.



Constitution Day 14.

JIM
Right.

MADISON
She's just concerned about you.

JIM
I know.

MADISON
Who wouldn't be?

JIM
Can we move on?

MADISON
Of course.

JIM
Ok... Blah, blah, blah... and created a government 
unlike any other in man's history. This new 
government, the first democracy...

MADISON
Not a dem...

JIM
The first of its kind, was the blueprint for the kind 
of government that would eventually become the world's 
dominant form of government today.

MADISON
So I'm confused. Your sister doesn't know that 
you're...

JIM
No.

MADISON
She's trying to get you together with a woman.

JIM
She doesn't know.

MADISON
Neither does your mother?
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JIM
NO.

MADISON
Ok! Just wondering.

JIM
Still, revolutionary as it was, it wasn't perfect. 
This Constitution supposedly was created in order to 
recognize and protect the inherent rights of man. But 
what people rarely talk about is that the "man" in 
this definition only pertained to white men. White men 
with property. Women couldn't vote. And black men were 
slaves. And nobody even mentions the native Americans.  
Those guys definitely didn't count.

MADISON
This was the 1780's...

JIM
For a couple of centuries, "land of the free" meant 
"land of the free white men". Everyone else didn't 
have rights. 

MADISON
Well, I wouldn't put it that way...

JIM
So this country is supposedly the land of virtue and 
benevolent government when it was just as, if not 
more, oppressive as the country we broke away from. 
The reigns of power simply shifted from the monarch 
overseas to the wealthy landowners in the colonies. 
This wasn't about freedom and all that bull, this was 
about not having to pay taxes and keeping that money 
to yourselves.

MADISON
Now wait just a minute...

JIM
Am I wrong?

MADISON
Yes. Yes you are. 



Constitution Day 16.

JIM
Did you really believe that people at the time knew 
what inalienable rights were? Or even knew who John 
Locke was? Did anyone really understand the ideals 
that you say were the foundation of the Constitution. 

MADISON
Of course they did! Why else would they fight and die 
for them?

JIM
Most of them probably couldn't even read!

MADISON
But they understood what freedom meant.

JIM
Just like they understand what it means today?

MADISON
What are you saying?

JIM
You knew full well that most people are sheep. That's 
what you meant when you said the Constitution was not 
a democracy.  Because the people can't be trusted to 
govern themselves. They need wiser men like you to 
tell them what they want.

MADISON
That's very cynical.

JIM
Have we met?

MADISON
Just because the common man may not have understood 
exactly what we were trying to do, it doesn't negate 
the fact that we created a new kind of government.  A 
government that, by the way, works so well that it's 
been adopted by most countries in the world.

JIM
You're taking credit for an awful lot.

MADISON
Am I?
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JIM
Because as I've said before, the Constitution you 
created only recognized the rights of white men. It 
took a Civil War and a suffrage movement and a civil 
rights movement to fix that particular problem. The 
basic function of your government was to provide for 
the defense of the colonies and for diplomatic 
relations.  In fact, you were completely against the 
government trying to do any more than that. You went 
to war with Hamilton because he tried to implement 
something beyond what you thought was the scope of the 
Constitution. 

MADISON
That was not why I opposed the National Bank...

JIM
And furthermore, your government had no provisions for 
preserving the country's lands, no provisions to 
protect people from corporate abuse, and it had no 
provisions for taking care of its citizens such as 
welfare and social security.  The two Roosevelts in 
the 1900's did that. While the basic elements of your 
government still exist, the very purpose, the very 
character of government has changed drastically since 
you created it. When you created it, the purpose of 
government was foreign relations and law enforcement. 
Then FDR introduced the notion that the government 
takes care of its citizens and providing for those who 
can't.

MADISON
It has been over two hundred years. Times change. Of 
course it's going to change. I never said that it 
should never change. 

JIM
Try saying that aloud these days.

MADISON
But we still have three branches of government. We 
still have two houses in Congress. 

JIM
But fundamentally, the government is very different.
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MADISON
What exactly is the thrust of your article anyway?

JIM
It's a work in progress.

MADISON
Of course it is.

HENRY (Tweet)
HenryPG: Waiting for the show to start. Really 
shouldn't be texting from the Boston Philharmonic. 
LOL!

JIM
I'm trying to figure out if government is still 
relevant?

MADISON
Really?

JIM
Is this government, as it currently is, obsolete?

MADISON
Because of your situation?

JIM
What?

MADISON
Because of where you are in your life, you believe the 
government has failed you.

JIM
Don't belittle my argument. This has nothing to do 
with it.

MADISON
No?

JIM
No!

MADISON
The government cannot be responsible for the mistakes 
you've made in your life. Ever heard of personal 
responsibility?
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JIM
Seriously?

MADISON
No. 

(Giggles)
Kidding!

JIM
Not funny.

MADISON
Come on. Surely you're not saying your circumstances 
have no influence on the way you view the world.

JIM
Are you saying I can't be objective?

MADISON
Seriously?

JIM
Yes.

MADISON
Oh. If you say so.

(MADISON gives the audience a look: 
"Yeah right!")

JIM
I can see you!

MADISON
Look, I'm not saying that's a bad thing. A lot of 
people are in your situation. You're speaking from 
experience. That's much more valuable than what some 
stuffy academic would say. It's a good thing. And you 
need to use that, not suppress it.

JIM
The readers already know my situation, but that has 
little to do with the scope of this article.

MADISON
How long have you been unemployed?
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JIM
I don't know. Fourteen months?

MADISON
That long?

JIM
I have been looking. I've been busting my ass trying 
to find a way out of this. Do you think I enjoy living 
on sale-priced tuna and boiled pasta?  Do you have any 
idea the humiliation I feel when the only time I get 
to eat well is when my sister buys me lunch?

MADISON
The economy is in bad shape. There are lots of people 
in your situation.

JIM
The jobs just aren't out there!

MADISON
You don't have to convince me.

JIM
And all our government seems to care about is cutting 
our benefits while funneling even more money to the 
rich. What kind of government is that? Of course I'm 
pissed!

MADISON
Good! You should be!

JIM
I live in a society where if you're poor, nobody even 
acknowledges your existence, and if they do deign to 
condescend, it's to blame you for being lazy. I'm so 
sick of being invisible. 

MADISON
But you're not invisible. You realize that.

JIM
The blog? I write articles for a leftist political 
blog. For free. And it's not as if they ask me to 
write there. Basically anyone can put up an article. 
I'm barely a blip on anyone's radar. 
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MADISON
But you said you get lots of comments. Hundreds. 
People are reading your work.

JIM
In this world of Facebook and Twitter hundreds is 
actually rather pathetic.

MADISON
But people are reading your work!

JIM
How did you do it?

MADISON
What?

JIM
When you wrote something, people listened. You got 
people to build an entire government based on your 
ideas, for Christ's sake!

MADISON
It was a different time.

JIM
I have all these ideas too.  I see what's going on in 
the world and I want to be able to do what you've 
done. Or even just a tiny fraction of that. What did 
you have that I don't?

MADISON
I was living in the right place at the right time.  
It's very different now.  I couldn't have done those 
things today.

JIM
Or even just a tiny fraction.

MADISON
And it's not as if I didn't have any opposition then.

JIM
But somehow you managed to push through. To succeed. 
You found the strength somehow to believe in your 
ideas and to see them through in the face of 
opposition.  Why don't I have that?
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MADISON
I can't answer that.  Only you can.

JIM
You're no help.

MADISON
I'm a psychological construct. I can't say anything 
you don't already know. 

JIM
I'm not finishing this article tonight. I'm going to 
bed.

(JIM exits, leaving MADISON alone on 
stage.)

HENRY (Tweet)
HenryPG: I've been offered the position at [redacted 
law firm]! I can't believe it! I start in two weeks.

IDA (Tweet)
IdaNo: I haven't worn lipstick in years, yet Bitsy 
found an old stick of lipstick in a drawer. She looks 
like the Joker. Why is lipstick so damn hard to wash 
off?

(Lights up on IDA.)

IDA
(To the audience.)

Moore's Law states that computing power doubles every 
eighteen months or so. This applies to things like 
processor speed, chip sizes and memory capacities. 
This exponential progression may not sound like much, 
but if you have a dollar and double it every day, you 
would have over a billion dollars at the end of the 
month. The supercomputers of the fifties that took up 
entire rooms were as powerful as today's ten dollar 
calculators.  Heck, the iPad today is as powerful as 
the supercomputers of the early nineties.  

The futurist Ray Kurzweil extended Moore's law beyond 
computers to all of technology, beginning with man 
discovering fire. In the beginning of this exponential 
curve, progression is excruciatingly slow, with new 
technological discoveries occurring every couple of 



Constitution Day 23.

centuries.  The graph is basically horizontal.  But as 
time goes on each discovery leads to other 
discoveries, and the progress accelerates, and near 
the end of the graph, the progression is basically 
vertical.  World changing discoveries aren't happening 
every century, or even every decade, we now have 
several happening in one year in different areas, from 
medicine, to physics, to astronomy.  Everything from 
smaller and better batteries, to MRI's, to alternative 
energy, to the Higgs boson.  At this rate of 
acceleration, the world changes drastically every few 
years.  Imagine the world 10 years from now!

MADISON (Tweet)
PrezMad: I can't believe she got voted off. She's 
clearly the best dancer of the three! It's an outrage! 
What's wrong with America!?! That's it. I'm out.

(IDA sees the tweet and looks at 
MADISON. MADISON shrugs innocently. IDA 
rolls her eyes.)

(The set changes to a table at a cafe. 
IDA joins JIM at the table.)

JIM
Well, hopefully, 10 years from now, we'd have robots 
that are better waiters.

IDA
Now, now, be nice.

JIM
The social implications would be staggering.

IDA
But that's just it.  The social implications of all 
this new technology is staggering.  Health care is a 
glaring one.  Back then it wasn't an issue.  If you 
got sick, you died.  But now there are all these new 
treatments, a lot of which are very expensive, and it 
becomes a moral issue of whether everyone has a right 
to them or just the wealthy, and can society as a 
whole support this financially, and can our current 
institutions: the health insurance industry and 
government, handle this change, or do we need to come 
up with new systems.
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JIM
What are you, a commie?

IDA
I'm serious. Sometimes I wonder if the reason 
conservatism is so strong right now is because the 
world is changing so rapidly that people are lashing 
out, crying for things to stay the same, even as the 
ground is shifting right under them.

JIM
That's very poetic.

IDA
There's no talking to you.

JIM
Sorry. This is really interesting, I just still 
haven't had my coffee.

HENRY (Tweet)
HenryPG: So... Helen's making me try sushi tonight. 
Pray for me.

(Waiter comes in (played by MADISON) 
with two cups of coffee.)

WAITER
Cappuccino?

IDA
That's me.

WAITER
And a coffee... Cream, one Splenda.

JIM
Yes.

WAITER
Here you go.

JIM
Thanks.

WAITER
Can I get you anything else?
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IDA
Are you sure you don't want anything to eat?

JIM
Yes, I'm fine.

IDA
We're good for now.

WAITER
I'm right there if you want anything.

IDA
Thanks.

(Waiter leaves.)

IDA
You're sure you're ok? 

JIM
Yes.

IDA
They make some really amazing lemon bars. You've got 
to try them.

JIM
I'm fine.

HENRY (Tweet)
HenryPG: Sushi: Not bad!  Movie: Meh.  Fiancé: Rocks!

IDA
We tried to make those lemon bars last weekend. I 
found this recipe. It's harder than it looks. We made 
pastry dough from scratch but it came out crusty. It's 
supposed to come out soft, you know, but it came out 
all crusty. And the lemon part was a bit runny. Didn't 
come out well at all.  But Bitsy and I had fun.  She 
loves rolling out the dough. I think it's because I 
used whole grain flour, it's just not the same. And 
you have to watch it with powdered sugar, that stuff 
sticks to clothes like nobody's business. Bitsy was 
covered in it. And when they say lemon extract, you 
gotta use lemon extract, you can't just use more lemon 
juice, because, you know, lemon extract isn't really 
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made from lemons, and if you want to make the lemon 
bars lemony you gotta use the extract. Bitsy and I are 
going to Mom's this weekend, do you want to come?

JIM
I'm busy.

HENRY (Tweet)
HenryPG: BTW: That green stuff next to your sushi? Not 
a mint. 

IDA
You know Bitsy asks about you all the time. She loves 
seeing her uncle. 

JIM
I can't.

IDA
I'll pick you up.  Saturday afternoon.

JIM
I don't want to go!

HENRY (Tweet)
HenryPG: Not that I popped it into my mouth like a 
pice of candy.  I'm just saying.

IDA
Suit yourself. I really wish you wouldn't divorce your 
own family.

JIM
Excuse me?

IDA
Mom's words.

JIM
I'm not divorcing anyone.

IDA
Then come with us.

JIM
I have a lot of stuff I gotta do.
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IDA
Like?

JIM
Stuff!

IDA
You can't spend all your time locked up in your 
apartment. You know how bad that is for you. 

JIM
Yeah, I start to have in depth conversations with 
myself.

IDA
It worries me.

JIM
I can't go. I have stuff to do.

IDA
Well, I tried.

JIM
Thanks.

IDA
I still need someone to get on the line with me for 
the iPhone.

JIM
You're still on that?

IDA
Yes.

JIM
I could go on about how consumerism has led to the 
decline of our civilization, but I won't.

IDA
Good, because you won't get very far. Prada and 
Abercrombie, maybe, but the iPhone and gadgets like it 
have dramatically transformed people's lives. It's not 
any more of a detriment to society than the invention 
of the telephone or the television. It's a major step 
forward.
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JIM
In what direction?

IDA
Progress!

JIM
Hah!

IDA
Don't laugh. You don't have one, so you don't know.

JIM
I should probably pay rent instead. Unemployment only 
goes so far.

IDA
You know I said I'd buy you one.  I'll even pay your 
phone bill until...

JIM
Let it go, Ida!

IDA
Ok! 

JIM
Thank you.

IDA
You're welcome!

JIM
So anyway...

IDA
Yes. 

HENRY (Tweet)
HenryPG: Planning Aspen in January. Be there or be [].

IDA
Do you know a Henry Garwood?

JIM
Why?
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IDA
Do you?

JIM
I knew one in college.

IDA
Ah.

JIM
Why?

IDA
He must have recognized my name on the blog. He's 
going to be in New York for work. He wanted to get in 
touch with you.

JIM
Oh.

IDA
So who is he?

JIM
Just a guy I had some classes with.

IDA
"Just a guy you had some classes with" wouldn't have 
known you had a sister named Ida.

JIM
I must have mentioned it or something.

IDA
And he would remember that four years later?

JIM
Well, apparently he did!

IDA
Ok! Well, anyway, I gave him your email, so...

JIM
Ok.

IDA
You're welcome.
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JIM
He's just a guy I knew. It's nothing.

IDA
Hopefully, he'll be a good connection or something. 

JIM
Just a guy I knew.

IDA
You have to network. Get yourself out there.

JIM
Just a guy!

IDA
Ok. Are you going to meet him?

JIM
I guess.

HENRY (Tweet)
HenryPG: Words of wisdom - Tilt your head, not the 
taco.

IDA
You didn't put up an article last Sunday.

JIM
I'm still working on it.

IDA
It's bigger than usual?

JIM
You'll see.

IDA
James Madison, right?

JIM
Yes. It's an article for Constitution Day.

IDA
Constitution Day? When's that?

JIM
On the 17th this month.  That's when the Constitution 
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was signed.  

IDA
Remember when you played Madison in middle school. 
They needed a shy, nerdy, short kid to play him, so of 
course, you were perfect. Except for the fact that... 
well, you were a Filipino founding father in a wig.  I 
gotta see if Mom still has those pictures.

JIM
That was a long time ago.

IDA
And you had to memorize that speech.

JIM
Long time ago.

(Lights out on JIM and IDA. IDA exits. 
JIM remains on stage.)

HENRY (Tweet)
HenryPG: Still can't believe I work here! It's my 
first week and I've already learned so much! My bosses 
rock.

(Lights up on MADISON.)

MADISON
I've lived most of my life as if I had something to 
prove.  When you're a kid, the most important aspect 
of a person is whether or not they could lick any 
other kid who tries to mess with them.  So of course I 
was pretty low in the esteem of all the other 
children.  I was the master's son, so that just kept 
me even farther away from everyone else. And I got 
sick a lot. I couldn't spend too much time outside 
because I'd catch something from the outside air. I 
wasn't Mr. Popular. When the adults weren't looking, 
the other children were quite vicious. So like nerds 
throughout history, I consoled myself with the fact 
that when I grew up, these same people would be 
washing my car, or, well, brushing my horse.  When I 
grew up, these same people would be picking up after 
my horse. It gets you through the day, but it doesn't 
make you immune to the feeling that you're somehow 
inferior, that you're less than.  
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(To JIM.)
Why does this sound familiar?

(No response.)
So you become determined to make up for your 
deficiencies by hitting the books, immersing yourself 
in intellectual pursuits to prove to everyone that you 
matter. I may have been too weak to join the army but 
I could do so much more to serve my country using my 
mind and my pen. And by "serve my country" I mean 
proving to everyone and to yourself that you are a big 
man. You know what I mean?

(Still no response.)
Fast forward twenty years, Patrick Henry is the new 
bully, Head Rooster in the Virginia legislature, 
making my life hell. This wasn't over some 
disagreement with the issues, this was personal. He 
hated me and did everything he could to destroy me. 
But I got through it.  I got the Virginia legislature 
to ratify the Constitution despite every dirty trick 
he pulled. When the new government was created, he 
used his power as leader to gerrymander the districts 
in such a way as to keep me out of the Senate.  Still, 
I made it up to the House of Representatives and never 
looked back. He never got out of Virginia. I became 
Secretary of State, then the President. He got old and 
inconsequential.  But it never goes away. It doesn't 
matter how much you accomplish or where you get to 
with your life, all it takes is for someone to 
disrespect you in some way and it all comes back, the 
humiliation, the rage, the feeling of being small, of 
being the sissy boy who runs crying to his father.

JIM
So what are you trying to say?

MADISON
Forget it.

JIM
No, this is good stuff. I can use this.

MADISON
Don't you feel sometimes that you may perhaps be 
trying too hard?

JIM
No.
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MADISON
Who are you trying to kid?

JIM
If I was trying too hard, I wouldn't be here now, 
would I?

MADISON
That's where you're wrong.

JIM
Oh really?

MADISON
Forget it.

JIM
Yes. Let's. This is about you.

MADISON
I was never very good around people. When it came to 
letters, I was eloquent and profound and could go toe 
to toe with the best of them.  Face to face, not so 
much. I hated going to parties. I just stood there. 
Awkward. Uncomfortable. Pathetic. I only went when I 
absolutely had to. 

JIM
Not a ladies man?

MADISON
No. If I was awkward in front of the men, I was much 
worse in front of women.  I only ever had the courage 
to woo a woman once.  And she rejected me.  I didn't 
try again for many years.  

JIM
Until Dolley.

MADISON
Yes. Until Dolley. I was in my forties when I finally 
married.  Before then, I was a lonely bachelor.  

JIM
There must have been stories.

MADISON
Oh there were. But then I think most people bought the 
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fact that I was alone because I was so terribly shy. I 
gather it's the same with you.

JIM
Yeah. Shy. So terribly shy. 

MADISON
Convenient.

JIM
I guess. I was shy because I didn't want anyone to get 
too close. Too close to see.

MADISON
You know times are changing.

JIM
It's not the rest of the world, it's...

MADISON
Family?

JIM
I don't want to talk about it.

MADISON
You're going to have to face it sometime.

JIM
Well not today!

MADISON
Being gay in this society totally sucks.  It sucks for 
all the reasons we already know.  But the worst part 
about it... When you're in a family, in a community 
that disapproves... You have to face that terrible 
choice.  Leaving your family, your town, your whole 
life.  To go live where they say people live in sin 
and where people can never love you as much as the 
family you know and love.  Or you can stay at home, 
your family, play by the rules, and continue to fester 
inside, hating yourself more every day.  The worst 
part of it all is that no matter which choice you 
make, you will never be truly happy.  That's the most 
horrible feeling in the world.  It's enough to make 
you wonder if it's worth it to be alive.



Constitution Day 35.

JIM
What do you know about it?

MADISON
But it's not a choice, you see.  And the sooner you 
make that step, the sooner you can get out of this 
pit.

JIM
Are you saying I'm in this situation because I'm not 
out to my family?

MADISON
And to the world. Yes, that's exactly what I'm saying.

JIM
I'm in this situation because I lost my job. What does 
my sexuality have to do with...?

MADISON
And why did you lose your job?

JIM
Because... 

MADISON
Chronic lateness. Inability to do any work. They gave 
you every chance to turn yourself around, but you just 
got worse.

JIM
I was depressed, alright? I got sick. By the time I 
realized what it was, it was too late.  I got canned.

MADISON
And you developed depression because?

JIM
I don't want to go into this, I told you.

MADISON
You got sick because you've denied a part of yourself 
and this, this hate, this self-hatred has caused you 
to become self-destructive.

JIM
I think we're done.
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MADISON
You can't go on like this.

JIM
We're done!

MADISON
For now.

(The scene changes to a dorm room. JIM 
sits on the bed next to HENRY who is 
working at a desk on a laptop.)

HENRY
Furthermore, it's still a big debate today in some 
circles whether or not the New Deal is Constitutional. 
There are lots of people who believe that taking money 
from the rich and giving it to the poor is a violation 
of man's intrinsic rights to property, irregardless of 
whether or not it's the moral thing to do.

JIM
"Irregardless" is not a word.

HENRY
Stop nitpicking. 

JIM
I'm just saying. Do you know what the Professor would 
say if he found that word in your paper?

HENRY
The Professor is concerned about content.

JIM
And people believed the income tax was a gross 
violation of property rights as well. 

HENRY
Exactly.

JIM
Doesn't mean they're right.  The country moved on in 
response to the fundamental changes in the way the 
world works. When the Constitution was created, the 
primary economy of the world was agrarian and 
imperial. But soon, the world became industrial. We 
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built massive factories and steel mills and railroads. 
The old rules were no longer adequate, which became 
painfully apparent after the Great Depression hit. We 
needed to change fundamentally in response to it.  
Just like Madison recognized in the 1780's that we 
needed a radical new government in response to the 
changing world.

HENRY
Again with Madison.

JIM
Why not?

HENRY
He wasn't the only one in his time who believed in a 
republican government. It's not like he came up with 
it.

JIM
So for someone in 1995 to say we should go back to the 
government of the Founding Fathers is like preaching 
Copernicus in the age of the Hubble telescope.

HENRY
And you don't think it's possible that we might have 
made a wrong turn somewhere in the early 1900's?

JIM
Do you think we've made a wrong turn somewhere in the 
early 1900's?

HENRY
I didn't say we did, I asked if it was possible.

JIM
Government is subject to the laws of nature just like 
everything else. If it doesn't work, it doesn't 
survive. If the environment changes, the government 
must adapt. Or it doesn't survive.

HENRY
Like the Soviet Union.

JIM
Exactly.
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HENRY
Which proves that socialist ideas will not work.

JIM
Really?

HENRY
Yes!

JIM
Of course you do realize socialism is very different 
from communism.  Do we go to the same classes?

HENRY
Communism is simply socialism taken to its logical 
conclusion.

JIM
Oh right. And Ayn Rand is the logical conclusion to 
Adam Smith.

HENRY
Anne who?

JIM
Never mind.

HENRY
No reason to be condescending.

JIM
Look, I've taken this class and I know Professor 
Stein. This isn't Brigham Young, he's not going to let 
you get away with Copernican thinking. You wanted my 
help, so I'm giving it.

HENRY
Well, I appreciate the help.

JIM
Someone has to help your sorry ass graduate.

HENRY
"Copernican thinking"?

JIM
Ok, not the best metaphor.
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HENRY
Do you really think people who don't agree with you 
are backwards thinkers?

JIM
Only a conservative would put it that way.

HENRY
I don't think that's fair.

JIM
Yes, I think conservatives are backwards thinkers. 
That's the whole idea of being a conservative!

HENRY
That's not very tolerant. Why do you dismiss ideas 
that are different from your own?

JIM
Tell you what, I'll accord the conservative right the 
same courtesy that Rush Limbaugh and Ann Coulter 
accords to the left.

HENRY
Touche.

JIM
What, you're French now?

HENRY
No need to be hurtful.

JIM
Calling you French is hurtful?

HENRY
You know what I mean.

JIM
I'm sorry.

HENRY
I need to go anyway.

JIM
I'm sorry.
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HENRY
For what?

JIM
I'm an asshole sometimes.

HENRY
You're passionate.

JIM
That's a nice way to put it.

HENRY
And often right... No pun intended.

JIM
Are you sure you have what you need?

HENRY
Yeah. I have to meet someone.

JIM
Who?

HENRY
Don't be jealous.

JIM
Me? Jealous?

HENRY
Don't worry, it's just coffee. 

JIM
Ok.

HENRY
Just saying...

JIM
I don't know what you're talking about.

HENRY
I'm kidding.

JIM
Which one is it this time?
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HENRY
Alice. From Professor Norton's class.

JIM
Ah. She's very nice.

HENRY
Like I said, it's just coffee.

JIM
You gotta beat them off with a stick sometimes.

HENRY
Don't be mean.

JIM
You can't help it.  You're irresistible.

HENRY
I can't say no, that's the problem.

JIM
The curse of being godlike.

HENRY
She just has this thing... She just... She looks at 
me.  Just a bit longer than most people do.  You know 
what I mean?

JIM
Why would I know what you mean?

HENRY
And I don't know how to deal with that.  When 
someone... And I when I have to be around them, it 
just... 

JIM
You can't lead them on.

HENRY
I don't want to hurt them... Especially when they're 
vulnerable like that.  I'm just not that sort of 
person.

JIM
Just be honest...
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HENRY
I just don't know how to deal with that. When, you 
know, the other person is... And you're not... And you 
just don't feel about them the way they... You know... 
And I don't know how to deal with that without being a 
dick.

JIM
It can't be helped. You are who you are. You're 
irresistible.

HENRY
It's just like... And it's even worse when it happens 
with someone... and you want that person to be a 
friend. Just not, you know... Because I like that 
person, I really do, I think he's... (Quickly) I 
mean... I think that person is... Shit.

(Pause.)

JIM
What?

HENRY
Just not...

JIM
What?

HENRY
Forget it.

JIM
No. I got it.

HENRY
You see. Now I'm a dick.

JIM
No. No, you're not.

HENRY
I should go.

JIM
Ok.
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HENRY
Sorry.

JIM
Don't be.

(HENRY packs up and leaves.)

JIM
Shit.

(The dorm room disappears. Back to 
JIM'S apartment. MADISON reappears.)

JIM
Was that really necessary?

MADISON
Yes.  

JIM
You're a real fuck, you know that?

MADISON
He was out for the rest of the night. Which was a good 
thing, because you spent the rest of it sobbing into 
the pillow.

JIM
It was so innocuous, I don't know why...

MADISON
Maybe to him. Not to you.

JIM
It came out of nowhere, the emotions... It didn't make 
any sense.

MADISON
Sure it did. It would make a lot of sense if you 
didn't repress the thoughts and emotions you had been 
feeling about him.

JIM
I still don't know why you had to bring this up.

MADISON
When you're depressed your thoughts have a way of 
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turning against you.

JIM
Well stop it.

HENRY (Tweet)
HenryPG: Tix to Phantom procured. Can't wait.

(Phone rings. It's IDA.)

JIM
Oh God...

(He picks up the phone.)

IDA
Jim? Hi. 

JIM
Hi.

IDA
Have you been outside? It's a beautiful day.

JIM
No.

IDA
You should!

JIM
Whatever.

IDA
Don't stay in there all day.

JIM
What's up, Ida?

IDA
I'm on my way to Costco. Do you need anything?

JIM
No. I'm fine.

IDA
Don't start this again. I end up buying stuff and you 
either don't want it, or you already have it. It would 
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be so much easier if you just told me what you need.

JIM
Not today Ida, I can't.

IDA
Why, what's the matter?

JIM
I'M FINE!

IDA
Are you feeling ok?

JIM
YES!

IDA
Did you do any resumes last night?

(Pause.)
Jim?

JIM
No, I did not do any resumes last night.

IDA
Ok, we'll do some when I get there tonight. Just give 
me a few hours to...

JIM
I really can't do this tonight, Ida. Please...

IDA
I sent a bunch for you last night. About five or six. 
I'll give you the list so we don't cross...

JIM
I REALLY CAN'T DO THIS TONIGHT IDA! 

IDA
I'll bring some chicken soup. The soup they make at 
Costco is actually pretty good. I'll...

JIM
Ida...

IDA
I'll see you in a few hours. Just give me a few hours.
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JIM
No...

IDA
I'll be there before you know it.

(IDA hangs up.)

HENRY (Tweet)
HenryPG: Weather this weekend is going to be amazing! 
Perfect yachting weather! 

MADISON
Why do you even bother with the resumes? It's not 
like... Not when there are so many more real 
candidates?

JIM
What?

MADISON
Real candidates.

JIM
I heard you. What do you mean by "real candidates"?

MADISON
I mean, as in "not people like you".

JIM
Like me?

MADISON
Don't play dumb. 

JIM
I see.

MADISON
As in people whose jobs you're stealing.

JIM
Fuck you!

MADISON
When we wrote the Constitution, did you think we were 
just going to let anybody enjoy its blessings? This 
was for us, not you.
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JIM
I've been here all my life. I was born in New Jersey!

MADISON
So? That doesn't make you one of us.

JIM
I just...

MADISON
I know why you stalk his page. You're jealous. You 
want to be just like him. All-American Boy. But you're 
not. You'll never be.

JIM
I was fucking born in this country!

MADISON
What is wrong with being an All-Filipino Boy?

JIM
I don't know anything about being Filipino. I'm...

MADISON
Why don't you just go back already?

JIM
Back where? This is my country.

MADISON
You can walk just like us. You can talk just like us. 
You can dress just like us. But you're never going to 
be one of us. Look in the mirror and you'll see why.

JIM
Shut up!

HENRY (Tweet)
HenryPG: Hey you! Yes you! Quit fucking stalking me on 
my page, you fag!

MADISON
Oh, and there's that too!

JIM
Shut up!
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MADISON
Not only do you take up space where you're not wanted, 
you're also a fucking pervert.

JIM
No, I'm not!

MADISON
And all this writing about American politics? Where do 
you get off telling us what to think? Who the fuck do 
you think you are?

JIM
Fuck you. Just... Shut up.

MADISON
You asked me why people listened to what I had to say, 
why people took my ideas seriously while your ideas 
are end up in articles no-one gives a shit about? It's 
because...

JIM
STOP! I GET IT! SHUT UP!

(JIM is curled up into a ball on the 
floor.)

MADISON
Piece of shit. Nobody cares about you. Just go crawl 
into a hole and die.

JIM
Fuck.

(JIM'S doorbell chimes. We hear IDA 
from offstage.)

IDA
Jim? 

(Knocking.)
Jim? Are you ok? Jim, you gotta let me in. It's Ida.

IDA (Tweet)
IdaNo: Fucking hell. My brother is at it again. I'm so 
not in a fucking mood to deal with this right now!

IDA
Jim? Jim, open the door. Please. Open the door.
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(Blackout.)
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ACT II

(Lights up on MADISON on stage 
addressing the audience.)

MADISON
The worst time in my life.  The lowest point in my 
life was during my Presidency, during what is now 
known as the War of 1812. I led the nation into that 
war with a bit of hubris. I felt that the insults to 
our nation were too great and I believed that when 
England realized we were serious about going to war, 
they would back down. After all, they were already at 
war with Napoleon. But they did not back down and we 
went into war. The war did not go well. I faced 
rebellious opposition from the New England states, 
where traitors openly traded with the enemy. My 
generals were incompetent and disorganized. I could 
barely find the money to finance the war. The militia 
refused to fight outside of their own states. The 
governors in the states obstructed things I tried to 
do. George Washington, I was not. I simply was not the 
kind of person people followed or respected. And 
again, I was that outcast child that nobody liked. 
Again, I was in the midst of bullies, all while this 
nation I helped build was falling apart around me. I 
felt helpless and angry and small and... weak. 

Two years into the war, British forces entered the 
Chesapeake Bay and marched into Washington, DC, where 
they burned the White House, the Capitol Building, the 
treasury and other Federal buildings. Even as reports 
of the armada approaching were received, the Secretary 
of War, openly insubordinate, insisted the British 
were headed for Baltimore and so refused to send 
forces to the nation's capital, even at my insistence. 
As the British approached, the only people I had 
around me were my cabinet, well, those that were 
loyal.  I rode around on horseback from location to 
location with the Attorney General by my side, trying 
to rally the militia, watching from afar as they fell 
against the well trained British army. The Secretary 
of State, James Monroe, was reduced to a scout, riding 
back and forth, bringing information on the location 
and movements of the enemy. The President of the 
United States, sixty-three years old, who had never 
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seen a day of combat in his life, who couldn't spend 
too much time out in the open air for fear of getting 
sick, was riding from camp to camp, trying desperately 
to organize the few troops available. Dolley, bless 
her heart, had kept her head together and before the 
British arrived, supervised the saving of papers and 
other items in the White House by loading them into 
the only wagons available to them. Unfortunately, 
there was no room on the carts for most of our 
personal possessions, so they were lost in the fire.

JIM
And yet, despite all the fiascos and the bad decisions 
leading up to it, most consider your actions during 
the crisis rather heroic. You took charge and showed 
leadership. You are the only president to have had to 
face a combat situation while in office, a literal 
Commander in Chief, and most historians believe you 
conducted yourself quite admirably. 

MADISON
Yes. Me. Of all people. But it was still a dark 
period. I knew the war wasn't going well, but having 
it come right up to my face drove in the fear that the 
nation might not survive. That the nation might fall 
under my watch. The responsibility. I wasn't cut out 
to be a President. I just didn't have the strength to 
command loyalty. 

(There is a sound of keys unlocking 
JIM'S front door.)

JIM
Fuck.

(IDA enters.)

IDA
Jim? Hi, how are you doing, you doing all right?

JIM
I was writing.

IDA
I can see. That's great!
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JIM
Just some rambling thoughts...

IDA
But you're up. You're out of bed. That's progress.

JIM
It's pathetic.

IDA
Stop saying things like that. How do you get better if 
you continue to think thoughts like that.

JIM
Ok. Fine.

IDA
Sorry. I'm just... It was a really bad episode. You 
couldn't get out of bed for six days. 

JIM
I know. I'll try.

IDA
It scared the crap out of me. Out of Mom.

JIM
Out of me too. I couldn't stop... Sinking... Being 
terrified just made it worse... I was helpless...

(Pause.)

IDA
Well, I made you some sandwiches. They're all made, 
just take it out of the plastic wrap. Make sure you 
take off the plastic wrap.

(She goes into the "kitchen" to put it 
in the refrigerator.)

And if you're up to it, there's some soup also. Just 
pop it into the microwave to warm it up. And there's 
some fruit. It's washed, just eat it.

(Returns.)

JIM
Thank you.

IDA
What are you writing about?
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JIM
Just putting down some thoughts for the Madison piece.

IDA
Great!

JIM
It's a bit incoherent.

IDA
Rewrites.

JIM
Yeah.

(Pause.)
You should go. Bitsy's waiting.

IDA
They have to stay with her till I pick her up. She's 
fine.

JIM
I'll be ok.

IDA
You sure?

JIM
Yes. Go.

IDA
Ok.

(Pause.)
I spoke to Mom. She says she can clear out your old 
room. If you want.

JIM
No.

IDA
It's not a bad idea. You won't have to worry about 
rent, and someone will be there to take care of you.

JIM
No.

IDA
Think about it.
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JIM
That's the one thing that would guarantee my killing 
myself.

IDA
I wish you wouldn't talk like that.

JIM
It's the truth.

IDA
If things don't change, you may not have a choice.

JIM
Bitsy's waiting.

IDA
You need to see a doctor.

JIM
And how do I pay for that?

IDA
We'll figure it out.

JIM
I just need to get back on my feet... When I'm working 
again and I have insurance, I'll...

IDA
If you start working again.

(Pause.)

JIM
Bitsy's waiting.

(Pause.)

IDA
Ok.

(Gets up to leave.)
Is there anything you want me to bring tomorrow?

JIM
I'm fine.
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IDA
I'll call you tonight?

JIM
Ok.

IDA
Me and Bitsy are gonna go see that new Pixar movie...

JIM
No.

IDA
Ok. But you need to get out.

JIM
I'll try.

IDA
Ok.

(Exits.)

HENRY (Tweet)
In New York. Holy crap, it's really hot!

MADISON
Weren't you supposed to meet with him?

JIM
Let's get back to work.

MADISON
If you wish. Though I don't see the point.

JIM
I need to keep moving. If I stop, I might sink. 

MADISON
Maybe that's not such a bad thing.

JIM
Shut up.

MADISON
I'm just saying.

JIM
Well stop saying it.
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MADISON
Fine.

JIM
I can't let my thoughts go out of control again. I 
need to keep busy.

MADISON
So what would you like to talk about?

JIM
Whatever you like.

MADISON
During the first 8 years under the new Constitution, 
Washington's Presidency, there came the question of 
what to do about the debt we had incurred during the 
Revolutionary War.  We owed a great deal to foreign 
countries, as well as to our own countrymen who loaned 
us provisions and housing, even to the soldiers who 
fought. We promised we'd pay them, but many never got 
paid.

Now I was... am... an educated man. But I was at 
heart, a farmer from Virginia.  Debt to me was a 
matter of honor. It was something that you paid as 
soon as you were able to.  But there were others, from 
New York and the Northern cities who did not see it 
that way. They had no problem with being perpetually 
in debt. No, they considered debt to be a financial 
instrument. It was something to be traded like playing 
cards, and somehow amidst the shuffle, wealth would 
just appear out of nothing. To me, that was black 
magic.  Alexander Hamilton and his cohorts pretended 
that I was too simple minded to understand what they 
were doing, but I maintain that it was they who did 
not understand. They did not understand all the 
ramifications of what they were doing.

Hamilton and his friends wanted to institute a 
National Bank, which would collect all of the Nation's 
debt into one place, their own playground where they 
could now shuffle the country's debt around and 
personally profit from it. I found it repulsive.

Alas, that was two hundred years ago, and the 
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financial instruments today are infinitely more 
complex. So complex nobody knows how it works exactly.  
And every day, new derivatives and derivatives of 
derivatives continue to be invented inside board rooms 
with the closed doors. Today my concerns now seem so 
quaint.  It has seeped into every crevice of our 
country. Every man, woman, and child in America is 
subject to its whims. We all know what happens when 
things go terribly wrong.

JIM
Could you have done anything to stop it, though?  
Finance is tied to capitalism.  You can't have one 
without the other.

MADISON
I suppose you're right.  

JIM
And you can't have a free republican democracy without 
capitalism.

MADISON
Can't we?

JIM
It's kind of the same thing, isn't it?

MADISON
No.  No, they're two separate things.

JIM
That's heresy.

MADISON
Yes, I suppose these days it is.  Contrary to public 
belief, this country does have a national religion:  
capitalism.  Let's be honest, when we wrote the 
Constitution, we understood that trade was an 
important part of sustaining this new system we were 
creating.  This new form of government couldn't last 
without capitalism.  But here's the thing.  The 
economy cannot flourish without a free government 
either. It requires a system of laws and a government 
to enforce them to create an environment in which 
businesses can grow.  
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Capitalism back then was not the same capitalism we 
have today. Let's remember that back then, people 
traded their wares on the backs of wagon carts and 
ships.  And these ships... the largest of those ships 
were about the same size of a rich person's yacht 
today. Why do we expect the government established 
back then to be suited for the economy we have today?

Capitalism is like food.  You need it to survive.  You 
spend a great portion of your day in the procurement 
of it.  In many ways the procurement of it determines 
your life. But it can get out of control. Sometimes we 
try to procure food even when we already have enough 
for a long time, even when too much food is killing 
us.  In addition, when we spend all our time in the 
procurement of food, when we spend all of our time too 
far down Maslowe's Hierarchy of Needs, we fail to 
spend time on the kind of things that advance mankind.

So where does that leave us? Capitalism has gone out 
of control. We live in a society where one's worth is 
determined by his existing wealth or by his ability to 
generate wealth, not by his contribution to society.  
In this world, a country is only considered well 
developed if it has a lot of money. Our well-being is 
tied to the well-being of the economy, which is only 
considered in good health when it is expanding.  But 
we live in a finite Earth, and we cannot expand 
indefinitely.  We are quickly depleting our planet, 
and as more and more countries adopt this American 
system of economics, the rate of depletion only 
increases exponentially.  Already, our activities are 
causing climate change, which, as bad as it is, is 
only the beginning of our problems if we continue our 
current course.  And the rate of change is so fast, 
I'm not even talking about hundreds years from now.  
This problem will come to a head before the end of 
this century.

JIM
Essentially, what you're saying is that it's all your 
fault.  You have unwittingly triggered the sequence of 
events that will eventually bring about the end of the 
world.
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MADISON
It will be the end of the world if we don't figure out 
a new system.  And soon.  

JIM
Is that even possible?

MADISON
It means that we as a species will have to redefine 
the capitalism we have today. We need to create a new 
system that does not depend on an ever expanding 
economy.  We need a system where a man would be 
provided for even when his work doesn't contribute to 
capitalistic endeavors.  We have the wealth and 
technology to feed every man, woman, and child on this 
planet, but because our morality requires each man to 
toil for his food, millions and millions go hungry 
when there isn't enough work to go around since 
machines are doing more and more work for us. We need 
a new system.

JIM
Sounds a lot like communism.

MADISON
No, I'm not advocating communism.  At least not what 
the Soviets implemented.  That took away freedom.  But 
we can't fall into the trap of thinking that Soviet-
style communism and American capitalism are the only 
two choices we have.

JIM
That's a pretty tall order.

MADISON
Yes it is.  It's about changing the world.  And 
changing the world is about being in the right place 
at the right time.  In 1787, we had an opportunity. We 
were all the way out here in the new world, far away 
from the prevailing civilization and we began to form 
these thoughts.  Thoughts about human rights and 
freedoms... stuff that was ultra radical back in 
England.  Crazy people like John Locke and Montesquieu 
filled our heads with crazy thoughts and we started to 
think, "Wouldn't it be great if we had this kind of 
government?"  "What kind of a world would it be if 
there was a government that operated on the principle 
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that men were free?"  "What if the government served 
the people instead of the other way around?" This was 
crazy talk, no such government existed.  We were 
supposed to have a King and everyone was supposed to 
be loyal and to be his servants.  This was the way it 
was supposed to be, but over here in America, we dared 
to think differently.  And we did.  And we formed this 
government which, up till then, existed only as 
theories.  And it turned out well.  More or less.  And 
though we had to make some compromises in order to do 
it, we did it.  We laid the foundation that others 
would build on.  Because it was time.  Because the 
world was changing and it was time for something new. 
 
And I am telling you now, the world is changing yet 
again.  And now it's your turn.  It's your turn to ask 
the question, "Wouldn't it be great if..."  It's not 
going to be easy.  You will have to fight. We spilt a 
lot of blood. You probably will too.  But it's time.  

JIM
Boy, are you talking to the wrong person. You still 
have to explain to me how one goes about making a 
change these days.

MADISON
Consider a molecule of air. This molecule striking an 
object is quite insignificant. So insignificant, it 
basically didn't happen. But when you have a lot of 
those molecules, that's a different story. You have a 
force powerful enough to move ships. A whole lot of 
those and you have hurricanes capable of moving the 
ocean. I'm saying the world will decide when it is 
time for a hurricane. If you fight against it you're 
that single molecule. You're nothing. But, if you are 
one with the universe you are capable of great 
change. 

(JIM'S doorbell chimes.)

MADISON
Ida?

JIM
No, she has the key now.

(They wait a beat. The doorbell chimes 
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again.)

MADISON
Delivery?

JIM
(Scoffs.)

Really?

MADISON
Well, find out who it is.

JIM
No, why should I?

(Beat. Doorbell again.)

JIM
Jesus, get the message already.

MADISON
Is the door locked?

(Sound of the door being opened.)

JIM
Shit.

HENRY
(Coming in.)

Hello?

JIM
Henry?

HENRY
Damn. So sorry. I was... I... Uh... I shouldn't 
have...

JIM
What are you doing here?

HENRY
Well, I... Sorry, when the door was unlocked, I 
thought, "He's in there, why didn't he come to the 
door, is he ok?" I thought maybe... Um...
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JIM
Why would you think anything was wrong?

HENRY
Sorry. It just came to me. It was stupid.

(Pause.)

JIM
Well, sorry I look like... I don't normally... I 
didn't know you were coming, I would have...

HENRY
No, please, totally my fault. Hey, you should see me 
at home on the weekends... total slob. Not that you... 
I mean, you look fine. I would have been in my 
underwear if someone walked in on... I mean... Sorry, 
I really shouldn't have just walked in.

JIM
It's ok. 

HENRY
No, if it was me, I'd be... Sorry...

JIM
Don't worry about it. It's... It's good to see you.

HENRY
It's good to see you too.

(They hug awkwardly.)

JIM
How did you know where I live?

HENRY
It's frightening what you can find on the Internet 
when you google someone. I do it for work all the 
time. And anyway, you mentioned in your articles that 
you lived in Queens, so I figured, you were still at 
this address.

JIM
You read my articles?

HENRY
Oh yes. 
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JIM
How did you know it was me?

HENRY
I didn't at first, but then you mentioned Rutgers, and 
taking Political Science during Clinton's 
administration. I knew the voice sounded familiar.

JIM
You never said anything.

HENRY
I'd never have the courage to respond to one of your 
posts.

JIM
They can be pretty harsh.

HENRY
It's a political blog, I guess that's to be expected. 
But you, you can hold your own with the best of them.

JIM
I'm flattered.

HENRY
You know I've always been a fan.

JIM
Thanks.

(Pause.)

HENRY
Did you get my email?

JIM
No, sorry, I must not have gotten it.

HENRY
Actually, I sent a few.

JIM
Sorry. Maybe you had the wrong address.

HENRY
It was the one your sister gave me.
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JIM
I didn't get them.

HENRY
So I had to do it old school. Actually meet someone 
face to face.

JIM
It's good to see you.

HENRY
Yeah. 

JIM
Yeah.

HENRY
So.

JIM
Yeah.

HENRY
How've you been?

JIM
I'm between jobs. 

HENRY
Yeah.

JIM
But I guess you knew that.

HENRY
You share quite a bit in your articles.

JIM
That's why I hide behind a screen name.

HENRY
Understandable.

JIM
Yeah.

HENRY
Right.
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JIM
What brings you here?

HENRY
Oh, um. Work. 

JIM
Great.

HENRY
I, uh, well, I'm a Junior Associate, basically tagging 
along while the Senior Partner handles the cases. 
Glorified assistant basically. We're meeting with a 
Manhattan developer that owns a bunch of apartments in 
Boston. We're kind of the pro bono group in the firm. 
We represent lower income households that are facing 
eviction.

JIM
That's great.

HENRY
It was this, or corporate litigation. 

JIM
I wouldn't have pegged you as the pro bono type.

HENRY
It's been a while since I last saw you. I guess you 
rubbed off on me.

JIM
Great.

HENRY
Yeah. I, uh...

JIM
What?

HENRY
I just wanted to see how you were doing.

JIM
Well, now you know.

HENRY
Not really.
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JIM
You've read all about it.  Unemployment.  Running out 
of unemployment benefits. Being sick, but not able to 
get medical help... 

HENRY
Yes, I know all that. And it breaks my heart. You were 
so fucking smart. You shouldn't have to live like 
this.

JIM
Why does that make me special? Does that mean the 
stupid deserve to live like this?

HENRY
No, of course not. But... You can... Do things... 
Important things. Your talent... It's a waste.

(JIM snorts.)
It's true. 

JIM
You don't understand anything.

HENRY
Don't I?  I knew a long time ago something...

JIM
What?

HENRY
Something was wrong. You were an A student. There 
wasn't a class that could pose any significant 
challenge. But slowly... You were... You started 
missing homework assignments, and I didn't think much 
of it at first. I thought because you had to take an 
on-campus job, it was just the workload. Then you 
started missing classes for no real reason, other than 
you didn't feel like going. Or that was what you said. 
So you started getting docked for that. Then, you 
started actually failing some classes. And then after 
winter break, you just didn't come back. I tried to 
contact you, but your school email got cancelled. And 
I never had any of your home info. I just lost 
contact... 

JIM
I lost my scholarship. 



Constitution Day 67.

HENRY
Why didn't you let me know?

JIM
I couldn't afford to go anymore.

HENRY
But why did you leave without saying anything? I 
thought...

JIM
What?

HENRY
I thought we were better friends than that.

JIM
We were?

HENRY
I thought we were.

JIM
Sorry. I should have. It was humiliating. I couldn't 
face you.

HENRY
Really?

JIM
Yes.

HENRY
You had a semester left...

JIM
With my grades, I would never have made it into law 
school anyway.

HENRY
I did.

JIM
You have money. 

HENRY
That's not fair.
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JIM
No, it's not fair. But that's the whole point, isn't 
it? Nothing in life is fair. If my parents had more 
money. If they had the connections that your father 
has. If I was white and athletic and good looking. If 
I was straight. Where would I be? So please stop 
judging me, telling me I can just get up and be just 
like you, because... You just don't understand 
anything.

HENRY
Please give me a little more credit. I'm not judging 
you. And I don't have to be in your shoes to 
understand your situation.

JIM
Why did you come here?

HENRY
I... I, uh... I don't know. I guess...

JIM
What?

HENRY
I thought it would be good to get in touch again, 
maybe...

JIM
We live in different worlds. Different Americas. 
You're living the American Dream. You have a great 
job, with a great future. You're going to marry and 
have kids that will run up and wrap their arms around 
you when you come home from work. You'll have 
barbecues in the back yard, and own a minivan, and the 
kids will learn piano and go to ballet class and join 
little league. You should go. Live that life. And be 
thankful you can.

HENRY
That's possible for you too. This is America.

JIM
Your America. Not mine.

HENRY
Then let's change it. Let's make it so that it's your 



Constitution Day 69.

America too. Isn't that why you write your articles? 
To promote change? To get people to change? To get 
people to sign on and to fight for progressive ideals?

JIM
Nobody reads my posts anyway.

HENRY
Not true.

JIM
It's an exercise in futility. Have you read the news 
recently? They've won. The other side has won. The 
other side who are perfectly happy with your America. 
Who have what they have and tough shit to those who 
haven't. 

HENRY
That's not my America.

JIM
But kudos to you. For making a difference. One low 
income family at a time. You're doing much more than I 
ever could. If I had any small part in making you that 
person, then I guess that's going to have to be my 
contribution to the world.

HENRY
But you have so much more to give.

JIM
Do I?

HENRY
Yes.

JIM
I'm tapped out. 

HENRY
No, you're not. I wish you'd see that.

JIM
And I wish you'd stop with the Oprah shit. Ok! I get 
it! You're an optimist. You have wonderful ideals and 
you think the world can be a better place. And you go 
on and help people and shit and I really wish I had 
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your attitude because the world can be a better place 
if people were more like you. Instead of a wasted 
cynic like me. 

(Pause.)
You should go. Before I start to rub off on you again.

HENRY
At least keep writing.

JIM
Sure.

HENRY
This is just a rough patch. Things will get better. 
I'm sure it will.

JIM
No. There is no guarantee that things will get better. 

HENRY
I suppose not. The only guaranteed outcome is if you 
give up.

JIM
Whatever.

HENRY
Please try.

JIM
It was good to see you.

HENRY
Would you like to meet up for lunch or something 
before I go back to Boston?

JIM
No.

HENRY
Ok. Take care.

JIM
Ok.

(HENRY gets up to leave. Stops.)
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HENRY
And you know what rubbed off on me the most? It wasn't 
the things you believed in. It was your... Your 
capacity for love. I'm sorry I couldn't be the 
recipient of that, but I really hope some guy will be 
lucky enough to receive it. Someday. 

(HENRY exits. JIM finds a corner, curls 
up, and begins to sob quietly.)

MADISON
Well, I didn't expect that.

(IDA appears)

IDA
Poor Henry.

MADISON
Poor Jim.

IDA
Jim was always a weird kid.  He was always alone, 
never made any friends. Wouldn't let anyone close. Not 
even his family. I guess it makes sense now, but back 
then, we just thought that that was just the way he 
was. He had this thing about being truthful.  He could 
never live a lie. He would rather live alone than let 
anyone see something that wasn't real.  Or maybe he 
was just afraid.  He was so afraid that someone would 
discover his secret that he shut everyone out.  

Yeah, that was it. He was afraid. Fuck integrity. He 
was scared shitless.  

(HENRY appears.)

HENRY
I knew very early on.  Long before Jim realized that I 
knew.  I wanted so badly for him to understand that it 
didn't matter to me.  But he wouldn't have it.

IDA
Our mother tried to do what was best for us.  After 
our father left, she could barely afford it but she 
made sure we moved to a fairly affluent suburban 
neighborhood.  That's that Asian determination.  But 
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that meant that we were the only Asian kids in the 
whole school.  That meant that our clothes were not as 
trendy as the other kids. And that meant that we had 
to stay home when the other kids took that annual ski 
trip to Aspen.  We never had any other kids over 
because we were ashamed of our apartment and our food 
smelled weird.  We were different from everyone. 
Foreigners. We weren't American. 

HENRY
I couldn't reach him. I wanted so much to be his 
friend, but he wouldn't let me.

IDA
Jim was a proud kid.  His pride was the only thing 
that kept him together.  It was a survival mechanism. 
Rather than allow anyone to reject him, he rejected 
everyone first.  He formed this shell that kept 
everyone away.  But you pay a price for that.  
Everyone needs to connect.  He couldn't.  And his soul 
hated him for that. Made him pay the price.

HENRY
Oh stop it.  It wasn't the world. It was a lot closer 
than that. He was terrified of what Mom would think.  
Terrified of poor Mom who works 18 hour shifts at the 
hospital to provide for her children.  Poor Mom who 
raised you both with good Christian Catholic values.  
Poor Mom who gave her life for you and who would be 
devastated to learn that her son has not only failed 
at life in this world, but that her son will also fail 
in the afterlife. Poor Jim couldn't bring himself to 
do that to her, even at the expense of his own 
happiness.

IDA
Don't bring our religion into this. Our relationship 
with God is none of your business.

HENRY
Oh? 

IDA
Our faith got us through a lot of hard times.  You 
don't know anything about it.
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HENRY
And he hated himself for it. Hated himself for failing 
his family. Hated himself for failing God, who gave 
him everything. Hated himself so much that he felt he 
didn't deserve a good life. So much that he failed out 
of college because he felt he didn't deserve it.

IDA
Oh really? This is our fault? Never mind that failing 
out of college was the most devastating thing he could 
do to his mother. Never mind that he threw away his 
great potential.  Never mind that people have been 
telling him since the eighth grade that he had would 
be an amazing lawyer one day. Maybe even hold public 
office. Maybe change the world for the better.

HENRY
And then he realized that all of those people would 
immediately hate him once they found out who he really 
was. That nobody wants a faggot to do anything for 
them. That not even he is so altruistic as to dedicate 
his life to bettering the lives of people who find him 
disgusting and less than human.

IDA
Oh, you just love to blame others, don't you?  You 
blame others so you never have to take responsibility 
for yourselves.  

HENRY
I tried to help him!  I showed him kindness.

IDA
You pitied him!

HENRY
Yes! Yes I did! What's wrong with that?

IDA
Oh he idolized you.  He saw your life from afar and he 
wanted that so badly.  You were white and wealthy and 
good-looking.  You in your Banana Republic and perfect 
physiques.  You who could walk into a room and make 
friends with everyone without even trying.  You who 
never has to try to fit in.  Everyone wanted to be 
you, but none more than Jim did.  Jim, who wasn't 
white.  Jim, who wasn't good looking, because of 
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course, he wasn't white.  Because white people are so 
better looking, and the only Asians who would pass as 
good looking are those who have caucasian features.  
And the most pathetic thing about that even most 
Asians think that way. 

Poor poor Jim, who can't even afford to go to college 
without financial assistance.  Nobody wanted to be 
Jim.  Nobody wanted to talk to Jim.  People would go 
out of their way to avoid ugly Asian Jim.  

But you were nice to him.  Despite his birth defects.  
You made him feel like he mattered.  You made him feel 
like he could actually belong.

HENRY
I admired him. You've never seen that side of him.  
You should have seen him in class.  When he takes a 
side, you better be prepared for a fight. He'll come 
at you with a flurry of facts and ideas, you'd be 
crushed, flattened, if you were less than fully 
prepared, and sometimes even when you were.  The 
professors loved him.  Maybe even feared him.

IDA
And you admired that?

HENRY
Yes, absolutely!

IDA
You don't understand. He puts up this front, but 
inside he was screaming for someone, anyone, to be his 
friend.  He was always like that.  Since we were kids.  
It takes him a long time to open up.  And since you 
made the effort, he thought the world of you.  It's no 
wonder he fell in love with you.

HENRY
It wasn't like that.

IDA
No.  No, it wasn't.  And he knew that.  He didn't know 
how to deal with all the feelings he was having, and 
so he does what he always does.  He turtles up.
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HENRY
That's not my fault.

IDA
You led him on.

HENRY
No! 

IDA
You treated him like a person.

HENRY
That was more than what anyone's done.  More than even 
you.

IDA
You made him think you cared.  

HENRY
I do... Just not...

IDA
So when you both applied to that thing... That 
lawyers' group. Remember that?  Oakwood, something-or-
other. Very hoity toity.  Very exclusive. Remember?

HENRY
Yes.

IDA
They took you of course. What with your father and 
all.  What with your pale skin and your manicured 
hair.

HENRY
I told him it wasn't important.

IDA
But not Jim.  Oh, he was qualified.  He had amazing 
grades.  He was just the kind of person they said they 
were looking for.  But of course, that's what they 
claim they are looking for.  There are other criteria 
they don't say out loud.  You see, for people like 
Jim... They can say they support equality, but when it 
comes down to it.  When it comes to big important 
things.  The prestigious things.  People like Jim.  
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People like me.  We don't get to participate.

HENRY
And that's a terrible thing...

IDA
But that's not the bad part.  Jim knew full well that 
this still happens in this country. Maybe since the 
Oakwood folks were so liberal sounding, he thought 
they were different.  But what got him was that once 
you both found out they were bigots, you accepted the 
membership anyway.  

HENRY
You don't turn down something like that.

IDA
No?

HENRY
If it weren't for that membership, I wouldn't be doing 
what I'm doing now.  I'm helping people.  Isn't that 
what's important?

IDA
And that's when Jim realized that when it comes down 
to it, you feel the same way about him as the Oakwood 
Association does.

HENRY
That's not true.

IDA
You say you help people.  Yes, you care about us when 
we're down and dirty.  But when it happened that 
someone like Jim could possibly be your equal, you 
flinched.  

HENRY
I don't have to take this.

IDA
No, you don't.

HENRY
When did I come on trial?  I don't have to explain 
myself to you.  Fuck you.  Fuck you, Jim!  I tried to 
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be your friend.  I don't need you.

(HENRY exits. Silence. IDA goes up to 
JIM and pulls him up.)

IDA
This is what you do. You push people away. You keep 
them at arm's length.  You can't allow yourself to be 
exposed. You can't allow yourself to be vulnerable. 
This is the lot you've chosen for yourself, but you 
realize that this way is not sustainable. You'll die.

No-one else can help you with this.  This is all you. 
You either get yourself out, or you sink in. You can't 
tread water forever.

(She gets up to leave.)
We already know.  Me and Mom. You know we do. You just 
have to talk to us.  

(IDA exits.)

MADISON
Well then.

(Pause)
Don't fade out. We're almost done. When we're done you 
can fade out. If you want. But until then, you have to 
stay with me. JIM!

(JIM looks at him.  MADISON sits him 
down.)

Poor Jim. Poor idealist Jim.  You would like to think 
that everyone was good.  You want to think that people 
are civilized, and they value justice and equality, 
and that they can be reasoned with and be convinced to 
do the right thing.  And maybe some people are, maybe 
it's the people in your tiny little bubble, but not 
the world.  The world is populated with bigots, people 
who are led by the impulses of their primitive brains. 
People who are easily manipulated.  And these people 
have revolted.  This is like the French Revolution, 
except instead of the poor overthrowing the wealthy, 
it's the stupid overthrowing the intelligent. 

You lament because the Tea Party has taken over.  
Because the country has moved towards Conservatism, 
which is not really conservative at all, it's actually 
a radical new way of thinking, but you lament because 
corporations are becoming more powerful and are buying 
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out our government, and that the rich are pushing the 
scales to ensure that even more wealth comes their way 
all the while everyone else becomes poorer, and all 
the while convincing the people that this is good for 
them and to keep voting for them while demonizing 
those who actually want to make things better.  

You despair because you are watching your country fall 
into this new order where the wealthy become so 
powerful it becomes a new fascism.  You despair as the 
climate continues to change from what we are doing to 
the Earth, and despair as it will continue to get 
worse and worse while most people still try to believe 
it isn't happening. And you despair because these 
disasters will ultimately destroy entire cities, cause 
massive famines and major conflict over dwindling 
resources, as huge swaths of the Earth become 
uninhabitable.

You despair as you watch the trajectory of the world 
without any apparent hope of change.

And still you cling to your ideals.  You cling to your 
ideas of freedom and justice and fairness for all.  
Your liberal progressive ideas.  That's all lovely, 
Jim, but here's the thing.  Nobody wants it.  You want 
to believe that this is the future, that if you fight 
hard enough, you can make it happen.  It's not.  We 
tried.  We did.  We tried to create freedom for 
everyone.  And we created freedom for some.  And maybe 
it seemed like we came close to freedom for all, but 
that only lasted a few decades before we began slide 
back.  Before the conservatives began to take back 
their government.  Before they started to hand the 
power back to the elites.  This isn't some anomaly, 
this isn't a phase.  This is the future.  Man has 
lived under oppression for as long as he has existed 
in this Earth.  Oppression is his natural state. He 
just wants to return to it.  Freedom is the anomaly. 
The country doesn't want your way.  They want this 
way.  They've made the choice.  That's what you don't 
get. It's not because they don't understand you. It's 
not because they are misguided, or because the other 
side played dirty tricks to distort the message. 

What you can't understand is that the American People 
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have seen what you have to sell.  And they don't want 
it. And from this point on, you and your ideals will 
only become less and less significant.

This is the future of the United States of America. If 
you don't like it. Leave.

(Pause. Finally JIM speaks up.)

JIM
Where will I go? 

MADISON
Go back to where you came from.

JIM
Where my parents came from?  I don't know anything 
about living there.  I don't even speak the language.  
This is the only country I've ever known.  This is 
home.

MADISON
Well, there is the other option.

JIM
What?

MADISON
You can just leave this world entirely.  Lord knows 
it's fucked up.  Your world.  The world at large. It's 
fucked up and is only going to get even more fucked up 
from here. Why don't you?  Why don't you just leave?

(Silence. Finally:)

JIM
(A decision.)

No.  I want to stay.

MADISON
After all this?  You want to stay?

JIM
Yes.  I want to live.

(Pause.)
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MADISON
Well, then I guess you've finally completed your 
article.

JIM
I guess so.

MADISON
Bully for you.

JIM
And you're wrong.  It's not a done deal.  The choice 
isn't made yet.  Not by a long shot.

MADISON
We'll see then, won't we?

JIM
Yes.  I guess we will.

(MADISON exits, leaving JIM in the 
corner.  JIM finally gets up, goes to 
his computer, stares at it for a while, 
then hits "Send".)

(The sound of keys at the door. IDA 
enters.)

IDA
Good morning.

JIM
Morning.

IDA
I got you some breakfast. Just some eggs and ham on a 
roll. Is that ok?  I think you still have some orange 
juice in the fridge.  Do you?  Yes, you do. It's not a 
whole lot, but it should be fine. I'll get you some 
more later. I also got some coffee. Cream, one 
Splenda. It got a bit cold on the way over, so let me 
just nuke it a bit.

JIM
Thank you.

IDA
How are you feeling today?
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JIM
Better.

IDA
Good.

JIM
How's Bitsy?

IDA
Couldn't wait to get to school. I swear, she's such a 
weird one, that girl.

JIM
She takes after me.

IDA
Are you smiling?

JIM
No. Just sucking my teeth. 

IDA
Oh, ok. I was gonna say...

JIM
So, you said if I got on the line with you you'll get 
me an iPhone?

IDA
Really?

JIM
I'm fucking bored.

IDA
Jim sweetie, that was a couple of weeks ago.  But I 
will get you one.

JIM
Great.

IDA
You'll love the iPhone. It'll change your life.

JIM
Let's not get carried away.
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IDA
One step at a time.  But since you're looking for 
something to do, did you hear about that thing 
happening downtown?  A bunch of people are protesting 
at this park by Wall Street.  

JIM
No, I haven't heard.

IDA
You should go down.

JIM
We'll see.

IDA
Yes we will.

JIM (Tweet)
Jimmy917: Happy Constitution Day! Check out my new 
blog post about James Madison. http://bit.ly/1bvkanT

(Blackout.)

 


